CHRIST IN THE SCRIPTURES

Readings: Gen 3:8-15; Mal 2:17-3:4; chapter 4
Heidelberg Catechism LD6, Q19
Text: Luke 24:25-27,44-45 (read 24:13-49)
Theme: All the Old Testament Scriptures testify to the suffering and glory of Christ.
Purpose: To encourage us to read the OT so as to understand the Scriptures and see Christ.

The Old Testament (OT) is often a neglected part of the Bible. Many churches tend to concentrate on preaching from the New Testament (NT) and don’t do much with the Old. It’s the same for many Christians – they prefer to read the NT rather than the Old. Some think of the OT as boring with all those genealogies, or tedious because of all the detailed laws, or irrelevant as it seems so far removed from our lives, or as too bloodthirsty with all the wars and entire people’s being wiped out. Whatever the reason, many are not reading the OT. 

Yet that is a great loss because that means over two thirds of the Bible is hardly read, and this two thirds provides all the background and history and prophecy that is necessary for understanding what God has done in Christ in the New Testament. 

The NT writers, especially the gospel of Matthew and the writer of Hebrews, explained how Jesus fulfilled the prophecies and predictions of the OT. Jesus himself often spoke about how those Scriptures testified about him (John 5:39), and he does that here in this passage we have read. 

Context: Luke tells us about two of the disciples of Jesus who were walking back to their village of Emmaus, about 10 kms from Jerusalem, on the day after the Sabbath, our Sunday. As they walked they were discussing all that had happened over that Passover weekend – how Jesus had been arrested, tried, crucified and buried. They had also heard that some claimed the tomb was empty and that an angel had said he was alive!

Jesus joined them, although they did not recognise him. He didn’t seem to know about all these events, so they told him about all that had happened.
When they had finished Jesus told them off (vs 25); “How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken!” The word “foolish” implied they were dull and lacked understanding. Jesus had spent the last three years teaching them about who he was and they still had not grasped it!

Many teachers have had this experience. You have spent months on teaching the alphabet, or some basic principles on maths or chemistry, or going through the interpretation of Shakespeare’s Macbeth, and at the end of that time your students don’t seem to have the faintest idea of what you taught them! It is very frustrating!

Jesus then explained that the Christ had to suffer these things, and that the Scriptures had prophesied all this, and that all these prophesies were fulfilled in him. As we consider Christ’s suffering and glory we will see that it was necessary, it was prophesied, and it was fulfilled. 

1. His suffering and glory was NECESSARY. 
Verse 26: “Did not the Christ have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?”

The words “have to” or “necessary” are important words for Luke and he repeats this idea many times over in his gospel. He emphasised this because the Jews did not connect the Messiah with suffering. When they read the prophecies about the Messiah they only thought of those that spoke about his victory, triumph and kingdom. They did not believe that the Messiah would suffer; and that is still true of Jews today. 

But if Jesus had not suffered he could not have saved his people. 
He had to die to bear the penalty for sin.
He had to pay the ultimate price for our wrong.
He had to suffer the wrath of God so that we could be freed from condemnation. 
He had to suffer and die because this was the plan and purpose and will of God – this is what the triune God had planned so that God could forgive the sins of all who believe in him. His suffering and death was necessary. 

But he also had to “enter his glory”. After his death he was raised. After his humiliation he was exalted. We confess this in the Apostle’s Creed; “On the third day he rose again from the dead, he ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the living and the dead.” All this too had to happen. It was not enough that Jesus died; he had to be raised and taken to heaven; and he has to come again to defeat his enemies, to raise the dead, and to usher in the new heaven and the new earth!
His suffering and glory are necessary.

2. Secondly, they were also PROPHESIED.
Verse 27; “And beginning with Moses and the prophets he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.”

There is a seminar available called “Walk Through the Bible” that takes the attendees through an excellent survey of the OT in one day. This is what Jesus did with these two disciples. As he did so he showed them how the Scriptures pointed forward to himself, although at this point they did not realise who he was.

He “explained” all this – that is, he interpreted it for them, he made it plain, he opened it up to them, he helped them understand. He wanted them to see that all the Scriptures spoke of him - not just a hint here and there, or an isolated passage. No, the gospel of Jesus Christ is woven into the entire fabric of the Old Testament. 

We don’t know what passages Jesus quoted of where he took them, but we know he began with Moses. So let’s do our own brief survey of some passages that direct our attention to Jesus beginning in the same place. Moses wrote the first five books of the OT, what the Jews called the Torah, or the law, and what we call the Pentateuch.

Genesis begins; “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” John picked up on that as he began his gospel and wrote; “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God and the Word was God.” There is Jesus, the Word of God, in the opening verse of the Bible. 

The very first promise of a Messiah comes only three chapters later, directly after the fall into sin. Already in Genesis 3:15 we hear God assure Adam and Eve that he would send one who would crush the head of the serpent. As the catechism mentions, already in paradise God began to reveal the gospel. (Q 19)  

Then in Genesis 12 the Lord called Abraham and promised him many descendants (the Hebrew word is “seed”) and that through him all the nations of the earth would be blessed. Paul in Galatians 3:16 informs us that the word “seed” is singular “meaning one person, who is Christ.”

The writer of Hebrews tells us that Melchizedek, who met Abraham, was a priest and a king, and was a picture of the Lord Jesus. (Heb 7)

At the burning bush in the Sinai desert God appeared to Moses and revealed himself as the “I Am”. Some 1500 years later Jesus quoted those words as a description of himself. (John 8:58) 

On the night the people of Israel left Egypt they had to kill a Passover lamb, which died in the place of the first born in that family. Jesus is our Passover Lamb – the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 

We could also mention the animal sacrifices, the altar in the tabernacle, the role of the High Priest, the scapegoat, the Day of Atonement, the rock in the desert, and the role of the law in leading us to Christ.

And then there are the prophets. For the Jews this covered some of the historical books as well as most what we call the major and minor prophets. 

Some of these people were types of Christ, such as Joshua, and the judges who delivered Israel from their enemies, and Samuel and, of course, King David. 

And there are the great prophecies about the Messiah, especially from Isaiah who spoke of Immanuel, the wonderful Counsellor, the Prince of Peace, and the man of sorrows. 
Jeremiah spoke of the Messiah as the Righteous Branch, Ezekiel as the Shepherd, Daniel as the Son of Man, Micah as the Ruler from Bethlehem, and Malachi as the Messenger of the Covenant and the Sun of Righteousness. 

In verse 44 we read that Jesus also spoke about himself from the psalms, or the holy writings, which for the Jews was the third major division of the Scriptures. Jesus is the wisdom of the book of Proverbs; he is the one Job confessed as “my Redeemer”; and he is there in every one of the 150 psalms. 

What a Bible study that must have been, to spend an hour or two listening to the best teacher who has ever lived! No wonder they later asked each other; “Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?” (v 32)

3. Later, when Jesus met again with these two men and his eleven disciples he reminded them that he was THE FULFILMENT of everything that had been written about him. (v 44) This is our third point. The writers of the NT understood this and wrote about it.

Matthew, writing to his fellow Jews, takes pains to point out that all that happened in the birth, life, death and resurrection of Jesus “was to fulfil what was spoken through the prophet” (see Matt 8:17). This is one of Matthew’s favourite expressions. 

The writer of Hebrews began his letter by pointing out that Jesus is the climax and completion of centuries of prophecy; “In the past God spoke through the prophets at many times and in various ways, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son…” (1:1)

In Galatians 4:4 Paul wrote; “But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those under the law, that we might receive the full rights of sons.” 

The entire OT looks forward to the person and work of Jesus, to him as our Prophet, Priest and king. 

It is possible to overdo this and to draw fanciful lines to Christ. The church fathers did this in the early centuries of the NT church. They saw every piece of wood as a type of the cross, every drop of blood as a picture of Christ’s death, and every mention of water as anticipating baptism. They went beyond the plain and literal sense of the Scriptures into what is called an allegorical interpretation. 

Yet when we are reading and studying the Bible we need to see that the gospel about Jesus was revealed in all the OT Scriptures. And when ministers preach on the OT we need to direct your attention to Jesus. Preaching must be Christ centred. Every sermon ought to direct our attention to some aspect of the person, work or ministry of the Lord Jesus. This type of preaching is often known as “redemptive historical preaching” because it explains the movement of God’s work of redemption in history leading up to the coming of Jesus.

But all this explanation will not do us any good unless Jesus opens our mind so we can “understand the Scriptures”.

That’s what Jesus did for his disciples as we read in verse 45. This is a work of his Holy Spirit who enlightens our minds so we can understand the truth of the Bible. This is what we need to ask for and pray for and seek after. Before you read the Bible pray the prayer of Psalm 119 verse 18; “Open my eyes so that I may see wonderful things in your law.” Ask that God would open your mind so you can understand what you are reading, that the Holy Spirit would illuminate the Word he has inspired and that you may see Jesus on every page of the Bible and trust in him as your Lord and Saviour. 

Many churches and Christians neglect the OT. In doing so they miss out on knowing Jesus as well as they might.

We could compare this to getting to know a friend. When you first meet someone you exchange the main facts about your name and where you live and what you do. As you get to know each other better you learn more about each other – your interests, hobbies and ideas. And as your friendship develops and grows you inquire more closely about your friend’s family and background and history and where they have lived. All that information helps you to understand her and know her in a deeper and richer way.

It is the same with Jesus. We meet him first of all in the gospels. Then the letters of the NT fill out a lot of extra detail about his person and who he is and what he came to do. But our knowledge of Jesus is not complete without understanding his family history – where he came from and his background and all his family connections. All that information is found in the OT. 

As we read the whole Bible, with an open mind and a warm heart, the Holy Spirit opens up our mind so we can understand what we read. 
We come to know the person described in these pages. We come to know, not only the Written Word, but also the Living Word. We come to know him, not merely as someone described in a book, but as the Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, and who rose again to live forever. 
We know him as a Saviour to love, as a Lord to serve, and as the Christ to declare to others. 

This is the gospel proclaimed in all the Scriptures.

Amen

